Suggested Topics for Bills

· Health Care

· Mandatory universal healthcare

· Universal healthcare for children

· Plastic surgery covered under healthcare plans

· Embryonic stem cell research

· Parent consent for abortion

· Birth control/morning after pill

· Late term abortion

· Death with dignity

· Reducing benefits on medicare/ medicade

· Healthcare for veterans

· Prescription drug prices

· Medical marijuana

· Cloning

· Vaccines for children

· HPV vaccine

· STD testing

· Plan Parenthood

· Regulation authority of the FDA

· Clinic trials

· Trans-fats

· Nutritional information postings 

· Education

· Standardized testing 

· Affirmative action

· College endowments limits

· Religion in schools and freedom of expression

· No child left behind

· College tuition tax cut

· Students loans

· Teachers’ salaries

· Required abstinence only sex education

· Required comprehensive sex education

· Allocation of funding for schools

· Guaranteeing post secondary education

· Payment for school attendance

· Military recruitment on campuses

· Different educational tracks depending on students performance

· Single gender schools

· Mandatory school uniforms 

· Agricultural

· Biotechnology

· Organic foods

· Labeling of GMOs

· Farmlands for ethanol production

· Fishing regulation

· Environmental guidelines

· Use of pesticides in farms

· Farm subsidies

· LBGT Rights

· Marriage

· Civil unions

· Hospital visitation rights

· Repelling Defense of Marriage

· Employment discrimination

· Hate crimes

· Adoption rights

· Animal Rights

· Cosmetic testing

· Cloning pets

· Cloning livestock

· Obtain extinct species DNA and bringing them back to life

· Endangered species protection

· Trafficking of endangered animals 

· Owner abuse

· Abuse in factories/food production

· Genetic modification (Rbst in milk) 

· Environment and Energy

· CAFÉ standards

· Biofuels

· ANWR/ offshore drilling US

· Recycling/plastic bag tax

· Incentives for electrics cars 

· Subsides for alternate energy

· National gas tax

· Nuclear power

· Hydrogen power

· Required more energy efficient buildings

· Cap and Trade

· Clean coal

· Taxes subsidies for energy-efficient companies

· Water bottle companies destroying natural aquifers 

· Renewable energy/research

· Green-collar jobs

· Environmental education, nuclear energy, 

· Public transportation

· Mandated decrease in CO2 output

· Kyoto

· Nuclear reprocessing

· Mandated percentage of alternative energy sources

· Wind-power

· Eco-farms

· Rainforest preservation

· Protection of coral reefs

· National Wildlife Refugees

· National Parks

· National Landmarks

· Federal fleet have alternatives energy vehicles

· Solar power

· Space exploration for solar power and satellites

· Methane

· Nuclear fission

· Fund research for clean energy

· Increase funding for cleaner coal

· Ground the space program

· Increase funds for weather science

· Increase EPA budget

· Increase National Science Foundation Grants

· Clean up nuclear waste sites

· Increase funds for wildlife refuges

· Drill for drilling in the Arctic

· Cut endangered species funding

· Censorship

· Radio

· TV

· Internet censorship

· Patriot act

· Wire tapping

· Pornography age restrictions

· Peaceful protests

· Net neutrality

· Freedom of expression in school

· U.S corporations international censorship 

· Political Corruption

· Impeachment of Blagojevich

· Government transparency

· Freedom of information act

· Campaign finance reform

· Limits on money for department of defense 

· Rules for signing statements

· Earmarks

· Congressional pork-barrel spending

· Federal budget transparency

· Lobbyists 

· Religious

· Public prayer

· Displaying religious messages on public property

· Education, marriage vs. civil union, how far can freedom of religion go

· Pledge of allegiance in class, under God

· Intelligent design

· Holidays in public locations (ex. Christmas decorations at businesses, office Christmas parties, saying “Happy Holidays,” closing businesses on certain holidays…etc.)

· Are there any instances where it is necessary for government to interfere with religious practices?

· Evolution theory

· Immunization

· Polygamy 
· Race Relations

· Affirmative action, 

· Employment discrimination

· Hate crimes

· Racial profiling

· Pay equity

· Race and the death penalty

· Transracial adoption

· Eugenics

· Genocide

· Race issues in other nations

· Redlining

· Tax Reform

· Trickledown

· Increasing maximum tax rate

· Tax exemptions for small businesses

· Alternative minimum wage

· Earned income tax credit

· tax cuts for less wealthy

· green companies

· death tax

· Repeal Bush tax cuts

· Cap and limit greenhouse gases “cap and trade”

· Tax credits for health insurance

· Corporate taxes

· No state, local tax deductions

· Increase gas tax

· Estate taxes

· Limit breaks for charitable contributions

· Tax carbon dioxide emissions

· Increase tax credits for college

· Raise tobacco taxes

· Tilt payroll taxes towards the rich

· End income taxes for seniors

· Tax toxic industries

· Tariffs

· Subsidies for small businesses

· Sin tax

· Consumption-based tax

· Social Security

· Help for widows and widowers

· Low-income workers benefits

· Minimum age to receive social security

· Cut social security benefits for wealthy

· Privatization of social security

· Slow the rise of social security benefits

· Cut benefits across the board

· Change the way the program is funded

· Firearms

· Right to bear arms (how far does it extend)

· Background checks

· Assault rifles

· Guns on campuses

· Minimum age to own a gun

· Gun control

· Licensing regulations

· Gun companies responsibilities

· National Defense

· Somalia pirates

· Guantanamo

· NATO

· Bring troops home now, gradually

· Cut military spending by a certain percent

· More funding for diplomacy and foreign aid

· Homeland security

· Increase number of active army divisions

· End army’s modernization program

· Stealth fighter program

· Missile defense

· University defense projects

· Replace some military non combat jobs with civilians

· National Guard

· Satellite use (eg. Transformational Satellite Program)

· Digital communication

· Biometric equipment/use

· Defense budget

· Technology development

· US and Nuclear Weapons

· FBI

· Water-boarding

· Hidden cameras

· Housing and Living

· Federal housing assistance

· Rental assistance for poor

· Food stamps

· No more trade assistance for workers whose jobs have moved overseas

· Child care

· Help people refinance subprime loans

· Infrastructure

· Federal aid for highways

· Mass transit funding

· Infrastructure relief for states

· Rapid transit buses

· Light rail

· Aviation security

· Safe drinking water grants

· Anti-congestion research and experiments

· Amtrak

· More money for bridges and highways

· Middle East

· Current situation in Gaza and Israel/Hamas

· Situation with Iran

· Support of Israel

· Terrorism

· Extremist religious groups

· OPEC

· Other oil rich countries

· Troops in Iraq/Afghanistan

· Saudi women’s rights

· Pakistan and Osama Bin Laden

· Uranium reprocessing in Iran

· Weapons of Mass Destruction

· Government in Iraq

· Economy

· Require a balanced budget

· Changes in tax codes

· Gap between rich and poor

· Trickledown

· Interest on national debt

· Debt ceiling

· Bailout, corporations, individuals, state governments

· Stimulus for companies, infrastructure projects, individuals

· Corporations vs. environmental protections

· Mortgage rates

· Education/training programs

· Innovation incentives

· Retirement age

· Stock market

· Immigration

· Immigrant workers

· Illegal immigrants

· Fence across border

· Skilled educated workers

· Border patrol

· Visas and green cards

· Punishments for hiring illegal immigrants

· Legal rights of illegal immigrants

· Citizenship 

· Crime and Laws

· Death penalty as deterrent

· Decriminalization of drugs

· Rehabilitation vs. punishment

· Build more jails for increasing jail population

· Community service v. jail

· Criminal rights

· Copyright laws

· International Criminal Court

· Minimal sentences for drug related crimes

· DUI laws

· Minor’s In Possession

· Prostitution legalization

· Criminal rights

· Juvenile crime

· Police misconduct

· Reforming jail system

· Women’s Rights

· Pro-choice/pro-life

· Domestic violence laws

· Pay equity between men and women

· Title nine

· Sexual harassment in the workplace

· ERA (Equal Rights Amendment)

· Single-sex schools

· Government grants for single mothers

· Diplomacy

· Embargoes and non recognition

· NATO

· NAFTA

· Afghanistan

· Iraq

· Israel

· Cuba

· Venezuela

· North Korea

· United Nations

· Economic aid

· China 

· Darfur genocide

· Tibet

· Geneva Code

· Women’s rights in foreign countries 

· UN

· Talks with rouge nations

· Six party talks

· International Health


· Assessment and surveillance

· Alert and response for growing diseases

· HIV/AIDS

· Emergency/disaster relief

· Hygiene/sanitary (infections, etc.)

· Malaria

· Avian influenza

· Low cost drugs for the developing world

· Cures for diseases that are only prevalent in the third world

· Clean water and other basic necessities

· Malaria

· Immunizations of children

· International Assistance

· Iraqi civilians

· GM seeds for poor farmers

· Foreign aid

· Criteria for foreign aid

· Afghanistan

· Israeli-Palestinian conflict

· Sovereignty v. human rights

· Pakistan

· Current situation in Gaza

· Economic aid

· Absence of support for/sanctions on Cuba

· Micro lending

